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David Clover’s first book on this subject was 
published in 1980 in the publisher’s ‘Outline 
Studies in Biology’ series. I remember the text as 
being sound enough but pretty hard going with 
rather sparse illustrations. It is good therefore that 
the author has had another attempt and that this 
time he has had more space and that the book is 
generously illustrated. 
The topics covered are taught in a four week 
course at Imperial College so that the book is 
designed for such students and similarly qualified 
graduate students. It is also hoped that the book 
will be useful for research workers who want an 
overview of the subject. For those readers with a 
limited background the basic principles of gene 
cloning are expounded in Chapter 1. It is par- 
ticularly important in the present case to bear in 
mind the aim of the author for the first chapter is 
not easy going. Indeed it would clearly be helpful 
if the reader had already digested ‘Recombinant 
DNA - A short course’ by Watson, Tooze and 
Kurtz or some such introductory book. 
After the introductory chapter, the chapters are 
headed, ‘Recombination and mutagenesis of DNA 
in vitro, Bacteriophage vectors, Bacterial plasmid 
vectors, Expression of cloned DNAs in E. coli 
plasmids, The physical characterization of cloned 
DNA segments and their counterparts within 
chromosomes, Gene cloning in fungi and plants, 
Expression of cloned genes in animal cells’. 
Although some aspects of the application of gene 
cloning are mentioned the text is mainly concerned 
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with techniques as indicated in the full title. 
Subjects such as the development of Ml3 vec- 
tors, in situ hybridisation, the cloning of DNA in 
plant cells and the use of the Ti plasmid are proper- 
ly described. I enjoyed very much the last chapter, 
the Expression of cloned genes in animal cells, and 
found the writing clearer and more fluent as the 
text progressed. An indication of the rapid pro- 
gress in the field is that the use of A expression vec- 
tors whereby the secretion of a fusion protein is 
detected by the use of an antibody is not described. 
An outstanding feature of the book is the ex- 
cellence of the illustrations. They are a reminder 
that figures can be perfectly clear even in black and 
white. I thought that they could have been im- 
proved even further if the legends had been more 
generous. A glossary of terms would have been 
very useful, even though each chapter is concluded 
with a useful list of references. 
Considering the excellent presentation and 
length of the book the price of the paperback is 
commendably low; the price of the hardback in US 
dollars is a little hard to understand and all kinds 
of wicked thoughts whizz through the mind. I feel 
sure that this book will be very rewarding to those 
who already know the basics and who are embark- 
ing on the practice of gene cloning, even though it 
will still be necessary to establish a link with the 
grapevine to keep up with this fast-developing 
field. 
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